Three Years' Military Service Law in France

Paris, 6th~ioth May, 1913.

At this second I have got a letter from my daughter in
Vienna, dated the third of May, of which the following is
, passage :

"Politically the situation is most tense, but everyone is
;o frightfully exasperated by the uncertainty in which people
tiave been living for the last six months and there is such an
economic catastrophe people are only asking that it should
come to an end at whatever cost. The military party are
all for action, and the newspapers and public opinion are
blaming the policy of Berchtold who doesn't know where
he is between the Emperor and the Heir. The former is
now for action and it appears he is furious with the Czar
Nicholas. The Heir-Apparent is keeping quiet, they say he
is ill and upset. One evening he arranges all the details for
getting the troops on the march. Orders are given, every-
thing is ready and the next day all is countermanded. I
don't know how things will all turn out, but it seems to me
Austria is very seedy."

On Thursday amongst others I had a visit from your
friend Raindre. He finds France couldn't do otherwise than,
reinstitute three years' service. He believes Germany will
always try not to become involved with Prance at a time of
general conflict. "She wants," he said, "to fight us alone."
I feel it is a good thing that they think so here because
this is undoubtedly Germany's great desire, but I am
wondering whether that Power won't be overtaken by
circumstances and find herself attacked on many sides at a
time.

The presence of the King of Spain these last days has put
all Paris in a flutter. The fear of an attempt on Alphonso
XHI has been m airing everybody tremble. They say there
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